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JUBILEE USA NETWORK JOINS 160+ ORGANIZATIONS IN CIVIL SOCIETY BOYCOTT OF IMF/WORLD BANK MEETINGS 
Organizations Will Not Participate in Official Events in Solidarity with Dozens of NGOs Banned or Deported by Singapore Government 
 

WASHINGTON – Jubilee USA Network today joined more than 160 organizations from across the globe in a boycott of official events at the IMF and World Bank meetings set to begin early next week in Singapore. While the Network had received accreditation to participate in the meetings, events of the past week in which the Singaporean government barred entry, detained or deported dozens of civil society colleagues from across the globe led to the decision not to participate.
“The treatment of our colleagues and partners from across the globe in the past week at the hands of Singapore authorities has been appalling, and we cannot in good conscience participate in the IMF meetings next week while our close colleagues are banned and mistreated” said Neil Watkins, National Coordinator of Jubilee USA Network. “Though the World Bank and IMF have attempted to reverse the situation, we must wonder why the institutions sought to hold their Annual Meetings in a repressive state such as Singapore in the first place.”

Jubilee USA Network joined with other civil society organizations at the site of the International Peoples’ Forum (IPF) on the IMF and World Bank in Batam, Indonesia, a short ferry ride from Singapore. Several days of meetings, plenary session, workshops, and strategy sessions will be held in Batam at the Asrama Haji Center in Batam, Indonesia through the 17th. Civil society organizations today formally announced the boycott in Batam.   The boycott has been endorsed by 163 organizations from all parts of the world, and includes many organizations that have long assumed prominent roles in civil society interactions with the international financial institutions. Participants at the IPF will discuss current issues on the agenda of the IMF/World Bank meetings including the need for expanded debt cancellation for impoverished nations, changes in the governance structure of the institutions, and the anti-corruption agenda of the World Bank.
 
About 20 people have been deported or "refused entry" to Singapore. Organizers also point out that the Singapore government pressured the Riau Province (Indonesia) government to cancel alternative events on the neighboring island of Batam, but the Indonesian government has allowed them to proceed. 
 
"Our boycott is a response to egregious hypocrisy," said Ana Maria Nemenzo, President of the Freedom from Debt Coalition, Philippines, and one of those informed in advance that she would not be allowed into Singapore despite receiving accreditation to the meetings from the IMF and World Bank.   "While World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz prepares to launch his new good governance and anti-corruption initiative, he fails to promote those very principles for his own institution as it meets in Singapore. Civil society has long been unsatisfied with their marginalization by these institutions, but this takes that problem to a new low. "
