engaging and involving members of your congregation in Jubilee’s Sabbath Year work.  Additional copies can be ordered from Jubilee USA.  

We encourage you to use Jubilee Sunday to take action through an offering of letters to your Senators and Representatives.  A sample letter is included in this packet and can be inserted into your bulletin for each person to use as a model for their own letter.  You can set up a letter writing table at the back of the sanctuary, but setting aside time during the service for people to write their letters in the pews and put them in an offering basket would be even better!  The children of the church can also participate in this activity by creating letters or drawings asking Members of Congress to break the chains of debt.  To find out who your Representatives or Senators are, go to www.house.gov and www.senate.gov.  Or call Jubilee USA for assistance – 202-546-4470.  Letters should be addressed to: 

Representative __________________

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515       

Senator ______________

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Finally, many congregations use Jubilee Sunday as a step along the way towards becoming an official Jubilee Congregation.  The Jubilee Congregations program provides congregations with a way to put their faith into action by engaging with issues of economic injustice, challenging harmful economic policies, and advancing a prophetic vision of fairness, equality and hope for impoverished countries and people. The four commitments that Jubilee Congregations make are:

1) To pray for justice and an end to the economic bondage of debt 

2) To designate a contact person to be a liaison between the congregation and Jubilee USA


3) To contact decision makers and elected officials about issues related to debt and global economic justice. 

 
4) To help sustain the Jubilee Congregations program by making a financial contribution as a congregation (for example through a special collection once a year or an annual donation of $1 per member)


In order to enroll as a Jubilee Congregation, you would need to get approval from the appropriate congregational leaders/structures and fill out the enclosed registration form. 

We hope that you and your congregation will get involved in the work of the Sabbath Year, and we look forward to working with you in 2007.  Please keep us posted on what your congregation is up to in its Jubilee work, including your plans for Jubilee Sunday, and let us know how we can help and support you!  You can reach Jubilee’s Congregations and Outreach Coordinator, Kristin Sundell at 202-546-4470 or Kristin@jubileeusa.org. 
Wishing you peace and joy this holiday season!

Kristin Sundell

Outreach and Congregations Coordinator

Jubilee USA Network

Nathan Fishman

Outreach and Congregations Fellow

Jubilee USA Network

