Sample Sabbath Year letter to your Senator or Representative: 

The following is sample language that you can adapt in writing to your Senator or Representative.  Copying part or the entire letter below would be fine, speaking from the heart using your own words would be even better!  Please handwrite your letter and be sure to include your name and full address so that your Members of Congress can respond to your concerns.
Dear Senator ____________ or Dear Representative _____________, 

As the 110th Congress begins its work, I urge you to continue in the fight against global poverty. In 2007, I hope you will join me and the Jubilee USA Network in observing a Sabbath Year, seven years after the historic Jubilee 2000 campaign.

This year we will mark the halfway point to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), global commitments that would cut extreme poverty in half by 2015. Yet, we remain far from meeting these goals.

To observe the 2007 Sabbath Year, I urge you to support legislation that would cancel the debts of all impoverished countries that require it to address extreme poverty and meet the MDGs, without harmful economic policy conditions attached. Broader debt cancellation would free up urgently needed resources for health care, education, and clean water.

Already countries benefiting from 100% debt cancellation have put these funds towards poverty alleviation:

• In Burundi, elimination of school fees in 2005 allowed an additional 300,000 children to enroll.

• In Zambia, 4,500 new teachers have been hired and fees for rural healthcare have been abolished.

While we commend the U.S. and other G-8 leaders for taking action in 2005 to cancel the debts of 20 impoverished countries, still far too many nations in Asia, Africa, and Latin America have been left out of the 2005 agreement or face delays because of requirements that they implement harmful IMF and World Bank policies such as water privatization.

In the 2007 Sabbath Year, we will join with other people of faith and conscience to build on these success stories and work for the jubilee vision of right relations and an end to unjust debt and global poverty.

I hope you will join us!  Thank you, and I look forward to your response.  

Sincerely,

First and Last Name

Street Address

City, State  Zipcode

