
 

September 2010 

 

Dear President Obama: 

 

We write to you as leaders of religious congregations and communities across the United States 

because our faith traditions call us to work for a just global economy. 

 

Many of our traditions convened around the biblical call to proclaim the Jubilee Year as described 

in the Hebrew Scriptures (Leviticus 25). The Jubilee economy acknowledges that our Creator 

gave us a world with abundant resources that must be shared with one another. In the Christian 

gospels, Jesus of Nazareth begins his public ministry with a call to restoring the just economy of 

Jubilee where all have enough (Luke 4:16-20). The Holy Qur’an reflects a similar call as it 

condemns usury and requires zakah – alms-giving from the wealthy to those most needy – as an 

essential duty to prevent wealth from being accumulated only among the rich (59:7). 

 

Ten years ago, the historic Jubilee 2000 campaign compelled world leaders to cancel the debt for 

many of the world’s poorest nations. The United States has remained a leader in promoting deeper 

debt relief as an effective tool for foreign assistance, including this year after Haiti’s tragic 

earthquake. However, many of the gains made in the fight against poverty are now threatened, and 

the debt burdens of many impoverished countries have risen once again due to crises outside their 

control. 

 

Mr. President, we pray for you and your administration as you seek to implement a Global 

Development Strategy to assist in the race to eliminate the most extreme forms of poverty in our 

world. As people of faith who represent, support and lead charitable and relief organizations on 

the frontlines of the fight against global poverty, we see how inequality and poverty create the 

seeds of war, conflict and brokenness in our world. We call on the US government to lead global 

efforts to transform the global economy, recognizing our responsibility as our sisters’ and 

brothers’ keepers. We must: 

 

Repair the historical injustices that impoverish the poorest and enrich the wealthiest. 
Lending countries and institutions should: (1) Build on the success of Jubilee debt cancellation 

and extend those benefits to more impoverished countries in dire need, and (2) Establish a neutral 

debt platform to provide a fair hearing for borrowing countries that face unsustainable debt 

burdens. 

 

Work to end the cycle that leads to debt crises. To avoid the build up of future unjust debts, 

world leaders should (1) Establish standards for responsible lending and borrowing to ensure 

that financial assistance to poor countries improves livelihoods, protects human rights and the 

environment, and promotes true, sustainable development; (2) Reduce the need for borrowing by 

impoverished countries by helping to stem the illicit flow of resources out of poor countries, as 

well as mobilizing sufficient grant assistance for developing countries to achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals and to adapt to climate change; and (3) Transform international financial 

institutions such as the World Bank and IMF to eliminate harmful conditions attached to their 

assistance and make them accountable to the most vulnerable who are most affected by their 

policies. 

 

Mr. President, we know that you are motivated by your faith and American values, and we believe 

that, like us, you feel our Creator’s call to restore right relationships in our world and end 

injustice. Please stand and work with us in building the economy of Jubilee, a world of peace and 

prosperity.



 

In Hope, 

 
Eric LeCompte 

Executive Director 

Jubilee USA Network  

 

Most Rev. Howard J. Hubbard 

Chairman Committee on International Justice and 

Peace 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 

The Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 

 

Bishop Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Reverend Gradye Parsons 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster 

President of the Council of Bishop  

The United Methodist Church 

 

Reverend Geoffrey Black 

General Minister and President 

United Church of Christ  

 

Reverend Peter Morales 

President 

Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 

 

Ron Byler 

Executive Director 

Mennonite Central Committee US 

 

Reverend Steven Martin 

Executive Director 

New Evangelical Partnership for the Common Good 

 

Reverend Richard Cizik 

President 

New Evangelical Partnership for the Common Good 

 

Rabbi Saperstein 

Director and Counsel 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

 

Sister Gayle Lwanga, RGS 

National Director of the National Advocacy Center 

Sisters of the Good Shepard 

 

Rabbi Michael Lerner 

Editor/Chair 

Tikkun/Network of Spiritual Progressives 

 

Ruth Messinger 

President 

American Jewish World Service 

 

 

Sister Mary Hughes, OP 

President 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

 

Sarah Weintraub 

Executive Director 

Buddhist Peace Fellowship 

 

Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo 

Executive Minister  

United Church of Christ 

 

John Nunes 

President and CEO 

Lutheran World Relief 

 

Reverend Jennifer Kottler 

Director of Advocacy and Policy 

Sojourners 

 

Sister Janice McLaughlin, MM 

President 

Maryknoll Sisters 

 

Ervin R. Stutzman 

Executive Director 

Mennonite Church USA 

 

Reverend Edward M. Dougherty, MM 

Superior General 

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 

 

Father Rocco Poupoulo 

Executive Director 

Africa Faith and Justice Network 

 

David P. Gushee 

Board Chair 

New Evangelical Partnership for the Common Good 

 

Sam Stanton 

Executive Director 

Maryknoll Lay Missioner 

Jubilee USA Network  212 East Capitol St NE  Washington, DC 20003  (202) 783-3566  www.jubileeusa.org 

 


