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Understanding the Links
Please use, adapt, and pass this resource along! 
Opening Prayer
Loving God, we come to You in difficult times. Times when many are losing their homes, times of eating less, times of stress and difficulty, times of debt. Help us to realize that we are not alone in our suffering; that millions of people are in similar or even worse situations and we are all looking for a way out. Because in that realization, we find power. The power to create communities of mutual support working to build a new world, a new way of living on this beautiful earth You gave us. Communities where no one owes another, but all share what they have and take only what they need. We thank You for this opportunity today to strengthen our work to bring about this new creation of Yours. And we ask You to guide us while we are together today, as You do always, so that we can help to do Your will.
Amen

Introductions
· Ask each person to introduce themselves saying where they live and how they,   their family and/or community is/are being affected by the financial crisis.

· Write down the different effects and feelings that people are experiencing on the board/big paper.

· Think about people in countries with significant levels of debt. Which of the effects and feelings listed on the board/paper are being felt by these people? Explore the commonalities of people’s experiences with economic hardship around the world.
Read Jubilee’s resource; “International Debt and the Financial Crisis; What are the Links?”  (As the article is a little long, a couple suggestions could be to…)
· Ask the group to read before coming and give a short time here to let people go over it, or
· Split into groups to read a section of it together and then each group report back to the group, or
· Take turns reading it out loud together

· Leave ample time for all to read individually

In large group, ask how the current financial crisis compares to the international debt crisis:
· How were the loans to developing countries in the 1970’s similar to the sub-prime loans in the U.S. a few years ago?
· How do bankruptcy laws for U.S. families and national governments add to the problem of debt?

· How did the U.S. and Europe, through the IMF, tell countries to deal with the economic crises brought on by excessive debt in the 1980’s and 90’s? How are those same countries dealing with their own economic crises today? 

· What are the common solutions to the current financial crisis and the international debt problem?
· How can we use the economic crisis here in the U.S. to increase solidarity with people in similar situations around the world?
· What can you/your local group/your church do to help local victims of the crisis while increasing global awareness?

Forum Theater
Do skit of a family in debt with a creditor along these lines:

· The family thinks they are doing fine financially. But they have an adjustable rate mortgage they didn’t understand the terms of, and all of a sudden their payments triple.  

· The lender comes to collect payment and the family tries to explain that they didn’t understand the terms, and they can’t pay the extra money

· The lender is unsympathetic. And suggests they take their kid out of private school, even though the family doesn’t live in a neighborhood where public schools are safe.

· The father becomes ill with pneumonia, and has to be hospitalized.

· The doctors recommend that he stay in the hospital for three days, but their HMO will only pay for two. The family has to decide whether to foot the bill themselves, even though they are already struggling with debt.

· The lender suggests they take out a cheaper health plan, even though the one they have is already failing to meet their needs. “It may not cover everything that your current plan covers, but it will have to do so that you can pay your debts,” says the creditor
· The creditor suggests that the family meet his friend, the payday lender, who will help them make their next mortgage payment

· The pay day lender charges them 400% interest, and flips their loan, causing them to slip further and further into debt

· They confront the lender about recommending a payday loan, but he claims no accountability 

· The daughter is miserable in public school, and starts acting out. Their new HMO won’t cover any psychiatric treatment for her
· The family continues to be unable to meet their bills and faces bankruptcy
Discussion
The story of this family’s debt story is very similar to the history of the international debt problem. Where did you see these parallels?
· Exploding adjustable interest rates were used in both situations

· the IMF threatening to stop other creditors from loaning to countries behind on debt payments
· , private school, health care plan = the IMF demanding that countries reduce public spending on heath and education

· Inability to access healthcare and education
· Daughter acts out = poverty breeds instability

· Payday loan – lack of accountability from IMF and world bank 

How did different people propose overcoming the problem? Why don’t countries use similar tactics? What reforms are necessary nationally and internationally to face these issues?
Closing Prayer

Lord, we thank You again for this day; for all we have been able to learn and share; for the new friends we have made and the old friends that we have seen again. Help us to use the insights we learned this weekend to help global solidarity flourish. Be with us in these difficult times ahead and guide us as we work to create new systems where everyone’s needs are met and human dignity is guaranteed around the world.
Amen
