
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 October 2007 
Dear member of Congress, 
 
We the undersigned organizations urge you to support HR 2634, the Jubilee Act for Responsible 
Lending and Expanded Debt Cancellation of 2007. 
 
The Jubilee Act cancels impoverished country debt; removes harmful economic conditionalities 
from the cancellation process; mandates transparency and accountability from governments and 
international financial institutions; and establishes a framework for more responsible and 
transparent lending practices in the future. 
 
This is timely legislation.  Congress is seeking to find a new direction for international trade 
policy, and we contend that debt cancellation should be one component of a new, pro-active 
agenda on trade.  This would help level the economic playing field and encourage healthy, fair 
economic relations between our countries. 
 
Trade and finance, often addressed as separate issues, are integrally related.  Indeed, current 
financial policies promoted by the World Bank and International Monetary Fund regarding the 
management of impoverished country debt may well undermine U.S. trade policy.  
 
1.  Extreme debt burdens undermine labor and environmental standards 
 
Heavy debts create pressures at odds with the new Congressional leadership’s stated commitment 
to enhance labor and environmental protections. As long as so many countries are under a 
stranglehold of debt, they face the pressure to attract foreign investment by any means necessary, 
including looking the other way when global firms violate labor and environmental standards. 
 Thus, while the recent "deal" by some Congressional Democrats to incorporate labor and 
environmental standards into trade agreements reflects a positive shift in the debate, we need to go 
much further to protect the rights of workers and the environment both here and abroad.    
 
2.  Current conditions for debt relief promote overexploitation of natural resources that 
distorts global trade and undermines the environment 
 
The conditions that international financial institutions place on impoverished countries grappling 
with indebtedness encourage rapid expansion of exports, typically through overexploitation of 
natural resources.  The result has been a glut of primary products on the international market that 
has lowered prices for producers (rarely consumers).  For example, the coffee crisis in the 
international market several years ago was brought on by oversupply directly related to mandated 
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structural reform.  This resulted in the loss of employment for millions of laborers and the 
displacement of hundreds of thousands of small farmers around the world.   
 
A study1 of 18 heavily indebted poor countries in 2004 concluded that falling terms of trade for 
these countries erased gains from early debt relief initiatives.  Conditionality that leads to the 
overexploitation of resources is a long-term disaster.  Debt cancellation would allow developing 
countries to pursue more sustainable development strategies.   
 
3.  Onerous conditions have made developing countries weak trade partners by driving down 
wages and undermining domestic markets 
 
For decades, international financial institutions have mandated that heavily indebted countries cut 
social service spending, eliminate subsidies for small producers and consumers, and privatize key 
state industries. The World Bank and IMF also routinely require borrowing countries to limit the 
amount they pay government employees.  These conditions have diverted resources to the payment 
of debts, at great cost to the people.  To this day, throughout the Global South, governments 
routinely pay more to service debts than they expend on health care or education.  The burden of 
debt also means less money to buy U.S.-made products.  According to the Institute for Policy 
Studies, heavily indebted countries’ share of U.S. exports dropped from 11.1% in 1980 to 7.7% in 
2003.2   
 
Surely it is not in the long-term interest of the United States to demand policy measures in 
impoverished countries that lead to the overexploitation of resources, denial of basic services to 
people, and the erosion our own labor and environmental standards in a wasteful race to the 
bottom.  Trade and financial policies that provide maximum flexibility for our partners to pursue 
development objectives is a benefit to all of us in the long run.  
 
We urge you to support the Jubilee Act as an important step in building more humane and 
sustainable economic policies. 
 
Sincerely, 
(In alphabetical order) 
 
Action Aid 
Rick Rowden, Senior Policy Analyst 
 
Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
Joseph D. Keesecker, Executive Director 
 
American Friends Service Committee 
Jessica Walker Beaumont, Trade and Debt Specialist 
 

                                                 
1 M. Nureldin Hussain, and Bernhard G Gunter (2005 )External Shocks and the HIPC Initiative: Impacts on Growth 
and Poverty in Africa, African Development Review, Dec. Vol. 17 Issue 3, p461-492 
2 Sarah Anderson, “Debt Boomerang 2006:  How Americans Would Benefit from Cancellation of Impoverished 
Country Debts,” Institute for Policy Studies, March 2006. 



 
 
Americas Policy Program 
Laura Carlsen, Program Director 
 
Bank Informatin Center 
Bruce Jenkins, Acting Executive Director 
 
Campaign for Labor Rights 
Jon Hunt, National Coordinator 
 
Caney Fork Headwaters Association 
Rev. Charles Lord 
 
Center of Concern 
Aldo Caliari, coordinator Rethinking 
Bretton Woods program 
 
Chicago Metropolitan Sanctuary Alliance 
Martha Pierce, Director 
 
Chicago Religious Leadership Network on 
Latin America 
Gary L. Cozette, Director 
 
Church World Service  
Kathleen McNeely  
 
Columban Justice, Peace, and Integrity of 
Creation Office 
Amy Woolam Echeverria, Director 
 
Cumberland Countians for Peace & Justice 
Rev. Walter Stark 
 
EPICA 
Scott Wright, Director 
 
8th Day Center for Justice 
Stephanie Dernek, SVD Staff representative  
 
Essential Action 
Robert Weissman, director 
 
Fondasyon Mapou 
Eugenia Charles, Executive Director 
 
 
Grantmakers Without Borders  
John Harvey, Executive Director 
 

Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA 
Marty Jordan, Co-Director 
 
Grassroots International 
Corrina Steward, Resource Rights Specialist 
 
HaitiAnalysis Media Collective 
Wadner Pierre, Jeb Sprague, Nazaire St 
Fort, Joe Emersberger 
 
Haiti Rights Vision 
Anne Sosin, director 
 
Haiti Solidarity Network of North East 
(HSNNE) 
Fr Jack Martin, Board member 
 
Human Rights Accompaniment in Haiti 
Tom Luce, Director 
 
Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti 
Brian Concannon, Director 
 
INTERCONNECT 
Peter and Gail Mott, Co-Editors  
 
Jubilee Inter-faith Organization’s 
Immigrants' Rights Task Force  (JIO IRTF) 
Fr Jack Martin, Board member 
 
Jubilee Montana Network    
Rita Jankowska Bradley, Coordinator 
 
Jubilee USA Network 
Kristin Sundell, Communications and 
Advocacy Coordinator 
 
Just Foreign Policy 
Robert Naiman, National Coordinator 
 
Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation Office 
Wheaton Franciscans 
Sr. Sheila Kinsey; OSF, Leader  
 
Konbit Pou Ayiti/KONPAY  
Melinda Miles, Co-Director 
 
Korean Americans for Fair Trade 
Christine Ahn, National Coordinator 
 



Medical Mission Sisters, Sector North 
America 
Rosemary Ryan MMS, Sector North 
America Coordinator for Mission 
 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Washington Office 
 
Metanoia Peace Community  
United Methodist Church  
John T. Schwiebert, Pastor 
 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate,  
Justice, Peace/Integrity of Creation Office, 
USA 
The Rev. Séamus P. Finn, OMI, Director 
 
Mothers on the Move 
Taleigh Smith 
 
NETWORK: A National Catholic Social 
Justice Lobby 
Simone Campbell SSS, Executive Director  
 
Network for Environmental & Economic 
Responsibility 
Donald B. Clark, United Church of Christ, 
Pleasant Hill, TN 
 
Network in Solidarity with the People of 
Guatemala 
Sue Kuyper, Interim Executive Director and 
Guatemala Field Coordinator 
 
New Jersey Forum for Human Rights 
Fr Jack Martin, Board member 
 
New York Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador (CISPES) 
Wendy Vasquez 
 
Nicaragua Center for Community Action 
Diane Bohn, Co-coordinator 
 
Nicaragua Network 
Katherine Hoyt, National Co-Coordinator 
 
Nonviolence International  
Andrés Thomas Conteris, Coordinator, 
Program on the Americas 
 

Partners In Health 
Donna J. Barry, NP, MPH 
Advocacy and Policy Manager 
 
Peace through Inter-American Community 
Action (PICA) 
Katherine Kates, President of the board 
 
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for 
Human Rights 
Monika Kalra Varma, Director 
 
Rochester Committee on Latin America 
 
SF Bay Area Jubilee Debt Cancellation 
Coalition 
 
School of the Americas Watch 
 
Sisters of Notre Dame at the United Nations 
Mary Jo Toll, SND 
 
Social Concerns Office, Diocese of 
Jefferson City 
Barbara Ross 
 
St. Francis Xavier Parish   
Caroline Emmons, Jubilee congregation 
liason   
 
TransAfrica Forum 
Nicole Lee, Executive Director 
 
Quixote Center 
Tom Ricker, Co-director 
 
United Church of Christ  
Justice and Witness Ministries 
 
US-El Salvador Sister Cities Network 
Emily Carpenter, National Director 
 
Washington Fair Trade Coalition  
Marina Skumanich, Treasurer 
 
Witness for Peace 
Melinda St. Louis, Executive Director 
 
Youth Envision, Inc.  
Deborah Dimmett, Exec. Director 


