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Jubilee USA Adult Bible Study Lesson

Introduction: Today’s lesson serves several purposes: 

1)
 To learn about the conditions imposed on God’s children by our economic 
systems.

2) 
To reflect on how God views poverty and injustice.
3) 
To learn about ways that we as people of faith can help our brothers and 
sisters in the global South.
Part 1 Understanding Poverty

Show the group the picture of the school in Tanzania. Go around the room and ask them to describe the photo.

Tell the group that the building is a school in Tanzania.  The school was built for a village in Tanzania.  The building - the pride of the village - sat empty for one year, while the villagers waited for the government to supply a teacher.  

Read the Story of the Children Who Received Desks:
I traveled to Lukata, a village an hour outside of Lusaka in Zambia. It is not even on a map.  It’s way off the highway, through scrub brush and grassy fields, down sandy roads that aren’t really roads.

On the way to the village, I saw two small boys that were clearing the land with machetes and getting it ready for planting.  The school is in a clearing.  There is great excitement today.  The desks have arrived.  Here is one of the stories I heard when I visited Lukata.

Mavis, 15
I live with my grandmother and my brothers and sisters.  Some cousins live with us, too.  There’s not really room enough for all of us in some of my grandmother’s small house, but we manage.  

For a long time my village didn’t have a school.  Then everyone got together and built one.  We made the mounds for the bricks, gathered the mud, and baked the bricks.  I was too young to do much but I did what I could.  Everyone did.  I saw the pile of bricks grow and grow until finally there was enough.  They built one building for the school and one building to be a home for the teachers.  Later they built more classrooms.  People in the village sewed our uniforms, too.

All my life I had to sit on the floor of the schoolroom, or on a rock in the schoolyard.  It is uncomfortable and it hard to write that way, although my mind is smart and I still learn.  Now that I have a desk I know I will be a better student.  Having a desk makes me feel important.  Having a desk makes me feel that someone else thinks I’m important.  I am in the seventh grade. This is the most serious class.  Students in grade seven have to take the exam that they will tell them if they qualify to go on to secondary school, so they have to study hard.
Even though most of us don’t have shoes we have uniforms and now we have desks.  This shows we are all serious students.

English is my best subject.  Science is the worst, but it isn’t too bad! We have a lot of things to do at this school.  I don’t know what it’s like at other schools in the world, but at this school, we all work to keep it looking nice.  We work in the flower gardens, we keep the stones lined up straight along the pathways and we sweep the dirt in the yard with branches so it looks good.  We sweep out the classrooms too, of course. We even take turns cleaning out the bathrooms!
This is our school and we want it to be as good a place as we can make it. 

>Source: Our Stories, Our Songs African Children Talk About AIDS by Deborah Ellis.
Part 2 Reflection

Have the class reflect on the story and answer the following questions:

1. Why are there such great disparities between the schools children in our community attend and the schools that the children in Lukata attended?

2. What do the efforts of the villagers, including building the schools, making the bricks, and sewing the children’s uniforms, say about their hope in education for their children?

Part 3 Biblical Reflections

Read or distribute the article below:

Jubilee Debt Campaign’s Debt and Education: http://www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/Debt%20and%20Education+3198.twl
>Source Jubilee UK
Read the passage below and discuss what God mandates for people of faith regarding poverty and debt:

NEHEMIAH AND THE DEBT SYSTEM 
A scandal among the Jews (Nehemiah 5:1-5) 

Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish kin.  For there were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many; we must get grain, so that we may eat and stay alive.”  There were also those who said, “We are having to pledge our fields, our vineyards, and our houses in order to get grain during the famine.”  
And there were those who said, “We are having to borrow money on our fields and vineyards to pay the king’s tax.  Now our flesh is the same as that of our kindred; our children are the same as their children; and yet we are slaves, and some of our daughters have been ravished; we are powerless, and our fields and vineyards now belong to others.” 

Governor Nehemiah’s response (Nehemiah 5:6-13) 

I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints.  After thinking it over, I brought charges against the nobles and the officials; I said to them, “You are all taking interest from your own people.”  And I called a great assembly to deal with them, and said to them, As far as we were able, we have bought back our Jewish kindred who had been sold to other nations; but now you are selling your own kin, who must then be bought back by us!”  
They were silent, and could not find a word to say.  So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good.  Should you not walk in the fear of our God, to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies?  Moreover I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain.  Let us stop this taking of interest.  Restore to them, this very day, their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the interest on money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.”  
Then they said, “We will restore everything and demand nothing more from them.  We will do as you say.”  And I called the priests, and made them take an oath to do as they had promised.  I also shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out everyone from house and from property who does not perform this promise.  Thus may they be shaken out and emptied.”  And all the assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord.  And the people did as they had promised. 

1.  This passage, which tells a classic story of the debt system when Judah was part of the Persian Empire, explains how even among God’s people the rich became richer and the poor lost everything.  We know, of course, that interest was prohibited (Deut. 23:20-21, Lev. 25:36-37), and the Sabbath/Jubilee mandates provided for the cancellation of debts and liberation of slaves (Deut. 15:1-18, Lev. 25:25-55).  What was God’s clear intention for God’s people? 

2.  Much has been said about today’s debt system, especially the debts of poor countries, which are falling deeper into poverty and dependence and oppression while the rich countries are becoming more and more wealthy.  What do you think is God’s vision on poverty and the debt system in the U.S. and globally? 

>Source: Ross and Gloria Kinsler, Jubilee Workbook Sabbath Economics.
Part 4: Take Action!

Jubilee USA is collecting paper chains – symbolizing the need to break the chains of debt - from across the country and will deliver them to the world leaders that will meet at the G20 Summit in Toronto in June.  These leaders will be discussing how to move forward in the wake of the global economic crisis, and we must make sure that the world’s poorest are not forgotten!  Instruct your class to write their names and messages on the chains for the leaders.  Collect the chain links and send them 212 East Capitol Street NE, Washington DC 20003 NE.

Thank you for helping us to link our voices to break the chains of debt.
Jubilee USA Network is an alliance of more than 75 religious denominations and faith communities, human rights, environmental, labor, and community groups working for the definitive cancellation of crushing debts to fight poverty and injustice in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.
www.jubileeusa.org 
