Presentation Notes

Slide One

Can anyone tell me what this is a picture of?  Ask the audience for suggestions on what they think this picture is of.  This is a picture of a school in Tanzania.  The school was the pride and joy of the village.  Unfortunately, the school sat empty for one year because they did not have a teacher. 
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I would like to share with you the story of a school that looks very much like this one.  It is called the day the children received desks.  

A group of humanitarian aids traveled to Lukata, a village an hour outside of Lusaka in Zambia. It is not even on a map.  It’s way off the highway, through scrub brush and grassy fields, down sandy roads that aren’t really roads.

On the way to the village, they saw two small boys that were clearing the land with machetes and getting it ready for planting.  The school is in a clearing.  There is great excitement today.  The desks have arrived.  Here is one of the stories they heard when they visited Lukata from Mavis a fifteen-year-old boy,

I live with my grandmother and my brothers and sisters.  Some cousins live with us, too.  There’s not really room enough for all of us in some of my grandmother’s small house, but we manage.  

For a long time my village didn’t have a school.  Then everyone got together and built one.  We made the mounds for the bricks, gathered the mud, and baked the bricks.  I was too young to do much but I did what I could.  Everyone did.  I saw the pile of bricks grow and grow until finally there was enough.  They built one building for the school and one building to be a home for the teachers.  Later they built more classrooms.  People in the village sewed our uniforms, too.

All my life I had to sit on the floor of the schoolroom, or on a rock in the schoolyard.  It is uncomfortable and it hard to write that way, although my mind is smart and I still learn.  Now that I have a desk I know I will be a better student.  Having a desk makes me feel important.  Having a desk makes me feel that someone else thinks I’m important.  I am in the seventh grade. This is the most serious class.  Students in grade seven have to take the exam that they will tell them if they qualify to go on to secondary school, so they have to study hard.

Even though most of us don’t have shoes we have uniforms and now we have desks.  This shows we are all serious students.

English is my best subject.  Science is the worst, but it isn’t too bad! We have a lot of things to do at this school.  I don’t know what it’s like at other schools in the world, but at this school, we all work to keep it looking nice.  We work in the flower gardens, we keep the stones lined up straight along the pathways and we sweep the dirt in the yard with branches so it looks good.  We sweep out the classrooms too, of course. We even take turns cleaning out the bathrooms!

This is our school and we want it to be as good a place as we can make it. 

Fortunately for the children in the village of Lukata they have schools where the children are able to learn and thrive.  For many countries that have been ravaged by the debt crisis this is not the case.

The result of debt draining resources from education, and conditions stifling investment, is a poorer education system, with fewer teachers, poor infrastructure, and school fees, which keep children out of school.

Nepal spends more on debt than education. It has only one teacher to every 180 children. It won't get debt relief until it spends years meeting conditions set by creditors.

Chad spent $66 million on debt service in 2006. It is one of the many poor countries charging some kind of fee for school. Only one third of girls in Chad go to school.

Repeated studies have shown the positive impact of debt relief on social services, most of them agreeing that education is the biggest winner.

After getting debt relief, Malawi, Tanzania and Uganda all abolished primary school fees. This helped get over a million more children into school in each country.

Debt relief paid for training of 4,000 teachers each year in Malawi, and salaries for 5,000 community teachers in Mali.

In order to have more success stories we must end global poverty.  One way that we can do this is to link our voices together and bring a message to our world leaders that debt relief is necessary.
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 An important tool in achieving better conditions n Tanzania and other impoverished countries is to the urge the leaders of the G20 to keep their promises to the worlds poorest countries. 

The G20 is the group of 20.  They were established in 1999.  The G20 is comprised of Finance Ministers and Central Bank governors from 19 countries.  Representatives from the International Monetary Fund  (IMF) and the World Bank also participate in the G-20 meetings.  The G20 represents 90% of the world’s economy.  Most of the debt owed by poor countries is from the G-20. Almost 100% in aid that goes into developing countries comes from the G-20.  They wield significant power in determining international trade and policies.
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The G-20 has made many promises to the world’s poorest countries.  The G-20 has pledged as a body to ease:

1. The social impact of the economic crisis to the world’s poorest.

2.  The impact of climate change to the world’s most vulnerable.

One of the greatest promises that the G-20 made was to increase aid to poor countries so that they could reach the Millennium Development goals.  
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The Millennium Development Goals (MDG's) are eight goals to be achieved by 2015 that respond to the world's main development challenges. The MDGs are drawn from the actions and targets contained in the Millennium Declaration that was adopted by 189 nations-and signed by 147 heads of state and governments during the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000.
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The eight Millennium Development Goals that were agreed upon by the nations at the UN Millennium Development Campaign are:

1) Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

2) To achieve universal primary education

3) Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

4) Improve Maternal Health

5) Ensure Environmental Sustainability

6) Reduce Child Mortality

7) Combat HIV/AIDS malaria and other diseases

8) Develop a Global Partnership to Development
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One of the UN’s Millennium Development goals is to eliminate extreme poverty and hunger.  1.4 billion people in 2005 lived on less that $1.25 a day.  The UN estimated that 55 million to 90 million more people would be living in extreme poverty due to the 2008-2009 economic crises.  The prevalence of hunger in the developing world is now on the rise due to higher food prices.  More than 25% of children in developing countries are underweight for their age, stunting their prospects for survival, growth, and long-term development.
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In all regions, inequalities in access to education continue to pose major barriers to fully attaining the MDG target of ensuring that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, can complete a full course of primary schooling.  

· More than 10% of children of primary-school age are not attending school.
· Of these 72 million children, 50% of them have never been inside a classroom.
· The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization estimates that at least 29 million children will be out of school in 2015.
· School systems are chronically under financed and under resourced.  
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One of the most critical millennium development goals is promoting gender equality and empowering women. In 2007, only 53 of the 171 countries with available data had achieved gender equality defined by the UN as an equal amount of girls to boys enrolled in primary and secondary education.  Lack of access to water and sanitation has a major impact on women and girls.  Women and girls in many parts of the world are forced to spend large parts of their day fetching water.
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Can someone count out a minute on his or her watch? (Do not speak for the minute.  After the minute is up continue)  In that minute one woman  died in childbirth. A woman dies from complications in childbirth every minute about 529,000 each year.  Of these 529,000 women and girls 99% of them are in developing countries.  Fewer than half of pregnant women in developing countries receive prenatal care.
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The number of people living with HIV increased from 630,000 in 1996 to 1.6 million in 2001.  Close to 1 million people (mostly young children) die of malaria each year in sub-Saharan Africa.  In 2006 there was an estimated 1.7 million deaths from due to tuberculosis.
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Climate change is intensifying disasters, including extreme weather events, storm surges, floods and droughts. It is vital that development strategies incorporate measures to strengthen community resilience through economic development, income diversification, strengthened natural/infrastructural defenses and disaster preparedness. While no area can escape the adverse impact of climate change, the Arctic, small islands, mega-deltas in Asia and Africa, and the African region overall seem to be especially vulnerable because of their high exposure to the effects of climate change, their populations’ limited capacity to adapt to the consequences or both.  
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In 2006, for the first time since mortality data has been gathered, annual deaths among children under five dipped below 10 million, to 9.7 million. This represents a 60 per cent drop in the rate of child mortality since 1960. Nevertheless, millions of children continue to die each year from preventable causes such as pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria and measles. 
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In order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, countries must work together to ensure that the needs of developing countries are met.  Donor countries must follow through on their promises for aid to build the infrastructure of developing countries and to help them progress on the millennium development goals
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So are we on track to meet the 2015 target for the Millennium Development Goals?  Unfortunately, the answer is no.  Here are some of the reasons why:

· Of the $ 1.1 trillion promised in resources, only 77% has been committed or confirmed by governments and only 31% has been delivered.

· The G-20 directed the IMF to sell its $ 13 billion worth of gold to help impoverished countries and devote at least $5 billion to debt relief or grants to developing countries; only $ 785 million was made available for loans.

· The $ 6 billion in new resources promised to low income countries through the World Bank  and other development banks has not materialized.

· The  United Nations estimated an additional $ 40-60 billion would be needed to meet the MDGs: Sub-Saharan Africa, the region furthest from reaching the MDGs has only received $9.4 billion in Extra cash from the G-20 members.

· The IMF is slow in addressing the debt crisis, 22 poor countries are at risk of debt distress and risk default.

· There is no substantial progress by the G-20 towards climate justice: Climate change has a disproportionate effect on poor countries. 
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There are many ways that we can help the world’s poorest countries meet the Millennium Development Goals.  The 3 ways that you as Jubilee activist and supporters can help is

1) Addressing the Debt Crisis that keeps poor countries in an endless cycle of debt and urging our members of Congress to pass strong legislation that  grants eligible countries debt relief

2) Send a strong message to the leaders of the G-20 to keep their promises to the world’s poorest  by participating in our Linking Our Voices for Change not Chains activity.

3) Stand Up! And Take Action ahead of the UN summit on the Millennium Development Goals from September 17-20.
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One of the reasons for the staggering statistics in the previous slides is the debt crisis.  In the mid 70’s developing countries lent billions of dollar to poor countrie without much though to how poor countries would pay it back. Third World governments, for their part, were pleased to take advantage of loans at very low interest rates - below the rate of inflation. any governments started large-scale development projects, some of which proved of little value. All too often the money found its way into private bank accounts. The poor were the losers.

Heading for Disaster In the mid 1970s, developing countries, encouraged by the West to grow cash crops, suddenly found that they weren't getting the prices they were used to for the raw materials they sold, like copper, coffee, tea, cotton, cocoa. Too many countries - advised by the West - were producing the same crops, so prices fell.

Then interest rates began to rise, pushed further by an increase in US interest rates. Meanwhile oil prices rose again. The trap was sprung - Third World countries were earning less than ever for their exports and paying more than ever on their loans and on what they needed to import. They had to borrow more money just to pay off the interest.

 In 1982 Mexico told its creditors it could not repay its debts. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank stepped in with new loans under strict conditions, to help pay the interest. The IMF is a Western-dominated creditor, which in effect acts as a Receiver but unlike a Receiver makes short-term loans to help countries pay off other loans.

This pattern was repeated over and over in the following years as other countries found themselves in similar situations to Mexico's. But their debts continue to rise, and new loans have added to the burden.

Essentially, the poorest countries have become bankrupt.

Today the world's most impoverished countries are forced to pay millions of dollars EVERY DAY to the rich world in debt repayments, while poverty kills millions of their people. Meanwhile, creditors use their power over indebted countries to force them to privatize their services, open up their markets or cut essential spending.
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To date, 26 countries in Africa and Latin America have seen most of their debts cancelled. The United States and other rich countries have helped to provide more than $100 billion in debt cancellation to promote economic development and poverty-reduction programs in the developing world.
After 10 years of debt relief, the results are in.  And millions of people across Africa and Latin America are benefiting from poor country debt relief. 
• According to the World Bank, countries that have received debt cancellation have seen a 75% increase in spending on social services. 2 
• Debt relief has had a direct impact on reducing child mortality. According to the World Bank, “the poor experience improvements in the socio-economic conditions when their countries have received debt cancellation.” 3 
• Debt cancellation has been shown to improve progress towards achieving universal primary 
education. According to a study by the World Bank, after debt cancellation, drop-out rates for primary school students in countries that received relief decreased significantly.
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The Jubilee Act for Responsible Lending and Expanded Debt Cancellation (HR 4405) cancels impoverished country debt, prohibits harmful economic and policy conditions on debt cancellation, mandates transparency and responsibility in lending from governments and international financial institutions, and calls for a U.S. audit of debts resulting from odious and illegitimate lending.

Through passage of the Jubilee Act in Congress, Jubilee USA will urge the Obama Administration to make a new deal on debt in which poor countries have a chance to fight poverty instead of paying off huge debts.  

The reintroduction of the Jubilee Act of 2009 will expand eligibility for 100 percent debt cancellation without harmful economic conditions to 65 impoverished countries in the Global South. 

Call or visit your Member of Congress and tell them to support the Jubilee Act!





Slide 20

When world leaders gather at the United Nations for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Review Summit in September, the voices of their citizens will follow them, telling them, loudly and clearly: “We will no longer stay seated or silent in the face of poverty and the broken promises to end it!’

The demands and expectations of citizens across continents and countries, made visible and audible throughout 2010, will culminate in the “Stand Up 2010” mobilization. Stand Up 2010 will take place over three days beginning 

Friday September 17th till Sunday 19th.
The MDG Review Summit offers us as MDG Campaigners, a unique opportunity to leverage and even influence the political and media focus surrounding the lead up to the meeting and the meeting itself. Moving Stand Up forward to the weekend before the Summit will allow us to drive our activities throughout the year towards a high-profile Stand Up mobilization with a direct link to and with the specific intention of impacting on the proceedings at the Summit itself. This will allow Jubilee USA to focus our activities and work in 2010 towards a specific policy moment and to articulate clear and relevant policy demands based on what we want our various governments and delegations to do leading up to the Summit and what we expect them to achieve at the Summit itself.
Last year  over 80 Jubilee congregations and activists participated in the Stand Up! Take Action Weekend with a total of over 4000 participants at all events.
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This June Jubilee USA will be traveling to Toronto for the G-20 summit.  We will be holding a mass demonstration and we will bring with us the chains that you make tonight. Please fill out the chains with a message to our world leaders telling them to make the Millennium Development Goals, the Millenium Development Realities.

