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3RD ANNUAL GRASSROOTS CONFERENCE A SUCCESSS!
Jonathan Awasom, Brian Swarts, Katy Windschill, Lorena Rodriguez, Chris
Westling, Pierre Wadner, and Bakary Seckan smile for a photo at the 2008
Grassroots Conference. See p. 6 for a conference report back.
Photo by Erin Roscoe

JUBILEE ACT MAKES

PROGRESS IN SENATE,

BUT TIME ISRUNNING OUT
FINAL PUSH NEEDED!

By Kristin Sundell, Director of Advocacy & Organizing

hank you for your tireless advocacy on behalf of the Ju-

bilee Act for Responsible Lending and Expanded Debt

Cancellation (HR 2634/S 2166) over the past two years!
Thanks to you, the Jubilee Act overwhelmingly passed the US
House of Representatives on April 16th and passed the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee in June.

The Jubilee Act requires the US Treasury Secretary to advo-
cate and negotiate with other international leaders to expand
eligibility for international debt cancellation to 24 deeply im-
poverished countries that were left out of past debt relief initia-
tives. The Jubilee Act urges that debt cancellation be provided
without conditions requiring the implementation of economic
policies that deepen poverty or degrade the environment and
instructs the Treasury Secretary to begin development of re-
sponsible lending guidelines to prevent future debt crises.

In order for the Jubilee Act to become law, it must be
passed by the full Senate and signed by President Bush. Time is
running short as Congress may adjourn for the year as early as

CALL YOUR SENATOR TODAY...
and ask him or her to support passage of the
Jubilee Act (S 2166) by unanimous consent.
We need every Senator to support the bill
just one no can block the passage. Please
call the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121.
Let the operator know what state you re from
and s/he will connect you with both of your
US Senators. Introduce yourself and ask your
Senator to ght global poverty by supporting
the Jubilee Act. YOUR VOICE IS CRITICAL: Take
action now!

Check www.jubileeusa.org for the latest legis-
lative updates and news on the Jubilee Act.

September 26th. Because of the limited time remaining, lead
Jubilee act sponsors Senators Casey (D-PA) and Lugar (R-IN)
are pursuing Senate passage by unanimous consent, a process
that allows bills with broad bipartisan support to pass the Sen-
ate without requiring time for debate on the Senate oor.

But passage by unanimous consent requires the agree-
ment of all 100 US Senators passage can be blocked by any
individual Senator with objections to the bill. Thats why now
more than ever your Senators need to hear from you! Please
call your US Senators today and ask them to support passage
of the Jubilee Act (S 2166) by unanimous consent. You can
reach the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121. Let the opera-
tor know what state you re from and she will connect you with
both of your US Senators.

As we push as hard as we can for passage of the Jubilee
Act, its important to remember that all our hard work is not
lost if the bill does not pass this year. The tremendous progress
the Jubilee Act has made in this congress puts us in a strong
position to approach the new administration to request their
international leadership on issues of debt and global poverty
and even if the Jubilee Act is signed into law this year, our vigi-
lance and advocacy will be necessary to ensure that the Act is
fully implemented.

Thanks again  please keep pushing and praying for the
Jubilee Act to pass this year! If not, dont give up  well be
back at it, stronger than ever next year. Watch your email boxes
for the latest updates and action requests or check out www.
jubileeusa.org.






