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Good morning! Maybe some of you are like me — you’re not morning people. But I could not think of any place that I would rather be this morning than right here, at this very, very important gathering. So, I’m honored to be here. I bring you greetings from the World Council of Churches, from the 347 denominations and church families representing 500 million Christians around the world, including many Christians from the nations that we are talking about today. So I’m very honored and I feel very privileged to be here.

I’m here because we live in the richest nation in the world. Perhaps the richest nation ever in the history of the world. And yet, we live in a world which is filled with people who are beyond poverty, who are in extreme poverty. These nations have just incredible debts. 

And so, we know that we are called by God to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God. That is not an option. It doesn’t say, “Maybe you should do justice,” or “Do justice on Monday but not on Tuesday.” It doesn’t say, “Do justice when you feel like doing justice.” It says, “Do Justice.”

And I think that that is basically what it’s all about. I think that’s what Jubilee is all about; it’s about doing justice. It’s about not only loving kindness but living kindness. And it’s about walking humbly with God. 

And so I think that’s why we are all here. Whether we are religious leaders or whether we are government leaders, we know that the words of scripture goes: “To whom much is given, much is required.” We know that we in this nation have been richly blessed, and so we are required to do this work.
It’s an exciting morning, an exciting moment. As a member of the United Church of Christ I’m just very humbled by being here with Reverend David Duncombe and so I’m just really happy to be here.

