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My dear friends in the Jubilee movement. I was asked to offer some brief reflections on Catholic support for debt relief from the perspective of Catholic social teaching. So this will be an abbreviated version of those brief comments — precisely five minutes long.

I want to take you back to 1994. In 1994, Pope John Paul II, bless his memory, wrote an apostolic letter to the church — tursio millennial adiente — toward the new millennium. What he said in that letter was that “an absolute condition in preparation for the great Jubilee year of 2000 (the 200th anniversary of our Lord’s birth) was to restore equality among the peoples of the world. In that letter he said that, “The Jubilee tradition required all of us to work together for a time when debts would be forgiven.”

We have done that. We have done that with great spiritual energy. And that’s part of what I wanted to share with my remarks. There’s a real spiritual energy to Jubilee that I think has empowered this entire movement.

Back in ‘94, John Paul called Catholics to that. All kinds of people of good will in many religious traditions and those with no religious traditional at all responded to that call. It was a remarkable time for us. It has been remarkable years.

Like the spiritual discipline of fasting that we have observed today which reminds us of our dependency on God and our solidarity with the hungry, the spiritual energy of Jubilee reminds us that the goods of the earth belong to all, and then leads us to use them to restore social justice. Together we have accomplished a great deal. I am convinced with God’s spirit of Jubilee we will accomplish what remains to be done. Thank You.

