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“I would like to associate myself with the comments of my colleagues, who spoke earlier and it is not a surprise to see them here. And I think one of the things I can appreciate about these three is that one of the most troublesome things I found in Congress is that some of our colleagues – good and decent people – prefer to go around and either verbally or even in written form declare themselves to be holy and good and Jesus Junior.  It is so refreshing to see people act out their faith by what they do and what they stand for.

I did not eat the bread because I left Missouri yesterday morning at seven o’clock. I didn’t eat breakfast, and then I got here, went to the cafeteria and ate some cottage cheese and tuna. Then, someone reminded me that yesterday was to be the fast day. I then recovered and didn’t eat anything after that so I can’t eat now until this afternoon. I apologize for not doing the entire day yesterday.

Let me just say that the United States has a debt that’s hovering now at $9 trillion. Now, most people, especially Methodists, we don’t know what that kind of money is. Harvard students put it together: One trillion dollars will send 45,000 American kids to the most expensive college for four years. It would also, stacked in $100 bills, reach the moon and back. One trillion dollars. We owe $9 trillion.  We borrow $1.3 million a second. The third leading expenditure in the United States debt is the interest on the debt. More money is spent on the interest on the U.S. debt then education. 

Now, if we’re having trouble dealing with our debt, imagine Tanzania, where I have family. Imagine them living in the shadows of Kilimanjaro, struggling every single day just to make it, just to find enough food to eat. 
It seems to me that this nation, the most powerful nation on the planet as we like to declare, ought to be the leaders in trying to bring about worldwide debt relief. 

In my tradition Jesus raised a question, and it was a powerful question: “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me?” not “Do you respect me?” “Do you love me?” not “Do you want to visit with me?” “Do you love me?” Well, love is played out in one way: Feed my sheep. If you really love me, that’s the test: Feed my sheep. It seems to me that that is our responsibility.

God, I want to go to heaven; I’m trying really hard, because I’ve got issues. I mean, God gave every animal, every creature, including the roach, some kind of system of defense. Except sheep. They can’t run fast, they can’t growl, they can’t climb trees, they can’t fly. It is a major miracle that sheep have survived this long. I’m serious, think about it. No system of defense. Nothing. However, they do have one thing that hyenas don’t have, and that is the shepherds. They have someone to defend them. And if the United States is a good and great and grand nation as we like to announce, then we ought to be the shepherds. We ought to be the leaders in feeding the sheep: the hungry people of the world.

Let me finish. I have had 15 operations. Fifteen on my joints. I played football, didn’t have enough sense to know at the time, that because of the way I grew up — which I hope nobody in here grew up that way — I did not get the nutrition that I needed. Played football and spent most of my adult life going in and out of surgery. Now, that’s in the United states of America; that’s in this country. Imagine people in Biafra, in the Sudan. Your mission, should you accept, is to stay on the case, raise the issue. I intend to do it with you, may God bless you.”

