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“I want to add my “good morning” to you all, and also in Spanish “bien venido” and also to my Haitian friend, “bien venu?” It is a real privilege and pleasure to be here with all of you this morning. I want to say a word of personal thanks to the Rev. Dr. Bernice Powell Jackson for her presence at today’s break the fast Jubilee prayer breakfast. 

The Rev. Dr. Bernice Powell Jackson serves as the president of the North American region of the World Council of Churches. The World Council of Churches was early on at the forefront of the call for debt cancellation and for economic justice, and continues to work as part of the partnership of the Global South with the North on this issue. She’s a nationally known speaker, consultant, and also finds time for a very meaningful post right now as the Interim minister of Beacher Memorial United Church of Christ in New Orleans, Louisiana—a church that was under five feet of water after Hurricane Katrina.  

One of the things I think Bernice brings to us today is her commitment around issues of poverty and racism-- its impact both globally and nationally. Prior to the various positions that I’ve mentioned, up until now, in 2005, she was the executive minister for Justice and Witness ministries of the United Church of Christ, thus being one of the five officers of that national denomination.

One other thing I want to lift up about Bernice was a very special experience she had serving three years as the director of the Bishop Tutu Southern Africa Refugee Scholarship fund, where she was also the archbishop’s representative in the United States. She’s been active on behalf of civil rights, women’s rights, and human rights issues around the world for more than three decades—even though you’d never know it to look at her.

She is a friend and a sister in the struggle for justice. Jubilee is very proud that she is with us this morning to guide us through this exciting program. Thank You.”

