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Friends, Jubilee Germany and Tyris Aripa are preparing for the 20th anniversary of starting the campaigns against debt. In ’87, when IMF and World Bank were coming to Berlin in 1988. Then in ’94 we had another campaign, we were also here in Washington, D.C. on 50 years Is Enough. And then we started to work on the financial markets and starting also the movement of attack. Either situation now we found we have first of all built alliances between the different movements because the debt is just one expression of this kind of system, and that I didn’t hear today. So that’s what I wanted to say, basically. 

And also if you understand that, you can see that already, in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament this is addressed because what new research has shown and as we cannot unfold it. If you like, I have a few copies here: Property For People; Not For Profit, alternatives to the global tyranny of capital started in the 8th century — before Christ. It is the prophets, the Torah, it is also Buddha, having that kind of new economy on property, interests, money, economy in North India. So we have also inter-religious sharing and alliance building as a possibility. In that time, still, the prophets, the Torah, Jesus, Buddha, and others, and even the Greek philosophers, were standing up and devising possibilities against that kind of system.

But since 500 years in Europe and later in the United States, we have made what they fought against the basis of our economy, which is called the capitalist economy. And that we have to address in order to get at the root causes of what is happening in terms of indebting people, taking more out than is developed in the real economy by interests and profits. Therefore, we have to get back to economy: addressing the use value of the gifts of God, to be shared by all as the Magna Carta of Biblical economy tells us: those who gather much do not have too much but just enough for the life in abundance — if we share. And those who get a little have not too little but also enough. That’s the vision and the message of our common Bible. And now I give the second two minutes to you.
