ROOTS OF GLOBAL POVERTY TOUR
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SPEAKING TOUR:
PROMOTIONAL TIPS & IDEAS
Exploring the Economic & Political Systems that Keep the People of the Global South 

Rooted in Poverty

*Adapted from “Promoting Your Campus Events” by Del Suggs  available on www.saltwatermusic.com/Articles/PROMO.HTM

START WITH THE BASICS
1. Begin by using the promotional materials you get from Jubilee USA. That means the posters, press releases, letters to professors, bios, flyers, and other information that Jubilee USA provides for you. 

2. Put up the posters. Make sure that you add the show time, date, and place. Put them anywhere people can see them, such as the other side of glass doors, near the trays in the cafeteria, by the elevators, wherever you can.

3. Once the posters are up, don't forget them. Make sure to replace them if they get torn down or stolen. Then, on the morning of the show, go around and put a large sticker across each poster that says "TONIGHT". That keeps the posters from blending into the mass of posters covering the walls on every campus.

1. Make copies of the press release (or write your own) and make sure the campus paper gets it, along with the publicity photos and biographical information about Wahu Kaara. Try to arrange an advance telephone interview or story a few days before the speaking event.

If you don't have a campus station, try to work with a popular local station. 
They are sometimes sympathetic to the college audience. 

4. If your campus is "wired" and everyone is online, then your activities board must have a web page. Jubilee USA has provided you with a list of active links to our organization and also features websites that feature information about Wahu Kaara.

5. Your organization has MySpace Page and a Facebook Page, right? If not, set one up right now!! You can send event announcements and invitations to all your "friends" online, and keep them informed.

6. Forget "spam." Set up a listserv, a Yahoo Group or Google Group, and encourage your students to sign up for it. That way, they can receive an email notification whenever there is an event.

7. Use your campus marquee or sign board to advertise. It's amazing how rarely those signs get updated. 
8. Make fliers (or copies of the small posters) and post them everywhere. Stick them in every campus mailbox (if you're allowed), hang them on or slip them under dorm room doors. Stick them inside the door to bathroom stalls or anyplace you have a captive audience.

9. Utilize your College or University Public Relations Office. They can get your information to the right local media for publication and for Public Service Announcements. Don't forget that a number of college students these days are "non-traditional" and may be more likely to read the local newspaper than the campus publication.

10. Cultivate a relationship with the campus media. Build a rapport with campus writers and campus DJ's. They can really help you get the word out about your events. Find out when their publication deadlines, and make sure you get them the information about your shows when they need it.
THE EXTRA MILE
1. Advertising in the Classroom: Have faculty members announce the show in related classes, such as Political Science, Africana Studies, Global Studies, Public Policy, History etc. Some professors may cancel class and give extra credit to those who attend.
2. You've Got To Try These:  Make "Tent Cards" or "Table Tents" to go on the tables in the student center and cafeteria. You see these in restaurants often-- folded cards that stand on the table and advertise something. Use them to announce the show.
3. Halftime show: Pass out  fliers to people going into a ball game, campus movie, etc.  Have the show announced at halftime, during intermission or at the end of the other event.
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LETTER TO DEPARTMENT HEADS AND PROFESSORS
The Roots of Global Poverty Tour: Exploring the Economic & Political Systems that Keep the People of the Global South Rooted in Poverty
April 2010
Dear Professor ____________

The (name of student organizations sponsoring event) will be hosting a lecture featuring Wahu Kaara, as part  with the Roots of Global Poverty Tour. The event is being coordinated with Jubilee USA Network.  Jubilee USA is a national alliance of over 75 human rights, environmental, faith communities, labor, and community groups working for the definitive cancellation of crushing debts and for more responsible finance to fight poverty and injustice in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 

The event will be on (list date and time).  In order to make this a successful event, ask you to invite your students and members of your department to come to hear an inspiring and eye-opening speaker, Wahu Kaara.  Wahu Kaara (see attached bio) was a parliamentary candidate in Kenya’s tumultuous recent elections, a 2005 Nobel Peace Prize nominee, and a leading advocate for social justice in Kenya and around the world.  Ms. Kaara has been central in the formation of various organizations promoting human rights, good governance, democratization, universal education, and gender equality. She served as a delegate for Kenya’s National Constitutional Conference and as a councilmember for the Africa Social Forum and the Africa Women’s Economic Policy Network. Her more recent activities include serving as the Ecumenical Program Coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals at the All-Africa Conference of Churches in Nairobi. 
The event will examine the roots of global poverty and will work to take the audience deeper into exploring the economic & political systems that have kept the Global South impoverished for so long. Ms. Kaara will also speak of the powerful anti-poverty and debt movement that offers us hope in facing these great challenges. 
An overview of the topics that will be covered: 

· The story of international debt and the successful international Jubilee debt cancellation movement.
· Connecting global policies with HIV/AIDS, trade, women, and climate change.

· Impacts of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund on development.
· Resources for successful advocacy in your Community.

Again, we welcome you to the event and hope that you will be able to advertise this event in your classes, as an exciting learning opportunity for your students.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

(your name or Name of Organization)

PRESS RELEASE

Use our template below to create your press release for the event.  Make sure you add in the details. A few days before, send out to your local newspapers.  On the day before the event, follow up with a phone call and email.

For Immediate Release
Contact:  (Your Name)

KENYAN ACTIVIST AND NOBEL PEACE PRIZE NOMINEE GETS TO THE ROOTS OF POVERTY AT  (LOCATION)

WHAT:  (Your community) and local members of the Jubilee USA Network welcome the Roots of Global Poverty Speaking Tour, featuring Wahu Kaara, a leading Kenyan activist. Kaara will speak to the economic and political realities that have impoverished Latin America and Africa and the need for debt cancellation and responsible financing for more countries, like her home country of Kenya. 

WHO:  Wahu Kaara was a parliamentary candidate in Kenya’s tumultuous recent elections, a 2005 Nobel Peace Prize nominee, and a leading advocate for social justice in Kenya and around the world. Kaara has been central in the formation of various organizations promoting human rights, good governance, democratization, universal education, and gender equality. She served as a delegate for Kenya’s National Constitutional Conference and as a councilmember for the Africa Social Forum and the Africa Women’s Economic Policy Network. Her more recent activities include serving as the Ecumenical Program Coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals at the All-Africa Conference of Churches in Nairobi. 
WHERE:

WHEN:

WHY:  Kenya pays more in debt payments to international creditors as it does for water, health, agriculture, roads, transport and finance ministry combined. For a country with 1.3 million sick with HIV/AIDS and half the population in poverty, debt is deadly.  Kenya is one example of dozens of countries that would benefit from expanded debt cancellation.  

Across the country, a diverse network of citizens is mobilizing to respond to this need. Thanks to the successful international Jubilee movement, 28 countries have received debt relief so far and the Jubilee Act in the US House of Representatives would expand debt cancellation to even more countries.  

Jubilee USA Network is an alliance of over 75 human rights, environmental, faith communities, labor, and humanitarian groups working for the definitive cancellation of crushing debts and more responsible finance to fight poverty and injustice in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  

###

DON’T FORGET!


Be aware of Poster Blindness-- which is the inability to see any posters because there are so many on every wall and bulletin board. Try some innovative ideas instead, such as hanging the posters from helium balloons, or hanging them upside down, or on the floor for effect.


Have all the posters and fliers approved and stamped by the proper authorities, if that is required on your campus.


Don't get started too early. A week-long blitz is effective; three-weeks are a bore.


Word-of-mouth is the best advertising. Make sure you and your committee talk up the show, and make sure all of your friends are at the performance.








WEBSITE LINKS: TO LEARN MORE


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jubileeusa.org" ��www.jubileeusa.org�


Blogs Written by Wahu Kaara


� HYPERLINK "http://letasiasa.blogspot.com/2005/09/wahu-kaara-wake-up-to-poverty.html" ��http://letasiasa.blogspot.com/2005/09/wahu-kaara-wake-up-to-poverty.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://demokrasia-kenya.blogspot.com/2004/07/wahu-speaks-out-against-police.html" ��http://demokrasia-kenya.blogspot.com/2004/07/wahu-speaks-out-against-police.html�


Interviews with Wahu Kaara


� HYPERLINK "http://www.yourclimate.tv/index.php?option=com_hwdvideoshare&task=viewvideo&Itemid=444&video_id=141" ��http://www.yourclimate.tv/index.php?option=com_hwdvideoshare&task=viewvideo&Itemid=444&video_id=141�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.audioport.org/index.php?op=program-info&program_id=2518&nav=topic-directory&" ��http://www.audioport.org/index.php?op=program-info&program_id=2518&nav=topic-directory&�


YouTube Videos Featuring Wahu


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtbaIATWWEE" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtbaIATWWEE�


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsd8jBZf0Xg
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