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AGRINST POVERTY AND FOR THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS




Jubilee USA Network encourages grassroots supporters and congregations to get a group together at some point during the October 17 – 19th weekend to stand together and read the pledge below.  In doing so, you will be joining with over 40 million people in over 125 countries who will be joining together at this time to STAND UP and TAKE ACTION against global poverty.  For the action component of your STAND UP, consider taking a picture of your group for the “Picture New Leadership Campaign” and signing the petition you’ll find at www.jubileeusa.org/leadership/petition.html.  Be sure to send your photos, petitions, and the number of people participating to Mercedes@jubileeusa.org or Jubilee USA  212 E. Capitol St. NE  Washington, DC 20003.

PLEDGE 

“Could I ask you all please to Stand Up Against Poverty  - (EVERYONE STANDS ) 

We are standing now with millions around the world on this symbolic day, the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, to show our commitment to the fight against extreme poverty and inequality.

We are standing because we refuse to accept more excuses in a world where 50,000 people die every day as a result of extreme poverty and the gap between rich and poor is getting wider.

We are standing because we want our leaders to honor their promises to meet the Millennium Development Goals – and we ask them to exceed these goals.

As a Jubilee people, we are standing because we believe that debt cancellation is essential to bringing economic justice and an end to global poverty.  We stand today in the light of God’s Jubilee vision of abundant life for all and right relationships between peoples and nations. 
We join in solidarity with people from over 100 countries to say: 

To the leaders of the wealthy countries – 

We urge you to keep your promises on poverty – debt relief, more and better aid, trade justice and gender equality.

To the leaders of all countries – make it your first responsibility to save the lives of your poorest citizens. We ask you to tackle inequality, to be accountable to your people, to govern fairly and justly, to fight corruption and to uphold human rights.

Today, and every day, we will stand up and take action against poverty. We will continue the fight against poverty and inequality and to hold leaders in every part of the world, faithful to their promises. 

We are asking not for charity but for justice. We are millions of voices standing in solidarity to say, no more excuses - end poverty now.
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